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Court where her personal Influence soon became
very considerable.
In November Hood gave Nelson a tiny squadron
as an Independent command to act against
some French frigates he had previously encoun-
tered off Sardinia. A month later the Republi-
can army had advanced on Toulon and driven
the International garrison from the surrounding
heights. Hood decided to evacuate the town
immediately, but the Republicans advanced so
quickly that the utmost confusion ensued. The
troops fled in disorder and3 in attempting
to embark, became hopelessly mixed up with
Royalist civilians also attempting to reach the
British fleet in boats. Some of the French
warships were carried out by Hood, some were
burnt by Ms orders and some were left for the
Republicans, At the last moment, Captain Sir
Sidney Smith destroyed part of the dockyard and
arsenal while the dockyard workers. Republicans
.almost to a man, clamoured at the dockyard
gate&j with Republican cannon-balls failing on
all alike without discrimination. So, amidst
scenes of horror and confusion^ Lord Hood
evacuated Toulon, and the Republican army
massacred the Royalist inhabitants.
Meanwhile, Nelson, on Hood's instructions^
begun negotiations with General Paoi? leader
of the Corsican nationalist party who wished to
the          under British protection, 'Corsica
been, sold to France by Genoa in 1768, but
the Corsicans had never been reconciled to French
rule and looked upon the Revolutionary Wax as
a good opportunity for asserting their indepen-
dence. At the end of January 1794, Ndboa